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This exhibition is the 13th in the Azamino Contemporary
series, which focuses on expressive activities carried out by
artists of various genres, without being bound by the
framework of art or social evaluation. The series has focused
on the reality of expressive activities and has presented
contemporary and challenging content as an institution open
to the community.

This exhibition features works by up-and-coming artists -
Kaoru Endo, Mariko Kobayashi and Sora Yu - who continue to
work with 'thread' and 'cloth' as materials through methods
such as 'sewing', 'weaving', 'embroidery' and 'dyeing'. Thread
and cloth are materials closely connected to people's daily
lives, and many of them have developed and been handed
down through local history and culture. Cloth is highly elastic
and can be torn, cut and stitched together to change its
shape, and has served to wrap and cover the human body
and objects, as well as to serve as a boundary between the
inside and the outside. Cloth, which people come into
contact with on a daily basis, evokes various memories and
is deeply related to our primitive senses of pleasure and
discomfort.

This exhibition introduces a world of rich crossover of
everyday sensations spun from the perspective of each
artist, using these familiar materials and techniques to
explore the subtleties of daily life, the perspective of labour
and handwork, and ultimately the cycle of creation and
disappearance.

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the
exhibiting artists and all those who have cooperated with us
in various ways in organising this exhibition.

Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino

Statement

The world, once all-encompassing, is now drawn with
multiple borders.

At the moment of birth, the skin is the boundary that
separates “you and |I.” When we become social beings,
clothing separates “man and animal.” When we become
adults, the order separates “society and nature.”

The boundaries, which used to gently embrace life, gradually
transform into tough and thick walls as we grow older.
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Why do humans draw boundaries to reject and voluntarily
move into rugged enclosures?

Yet, contradictorily, it was within these enclosures where |
first recognized the “beauty” of this world as | encountered
gentle lives.

Creatures from “the other side,” the animal world, come and
settle on “this side,” the human world. This scenery evokes
memories of the world when it was unified without borders.

Standing at the intersection or on the borderline where two
divided things meet is equivalent to working with textile art
for me.

Textiles are like skin that can visualize the presence of
human-made boundaries. It lets light through, softly
“connecting” both sides rather than rejecting them.

As the activities of human beings were deactivated in the
past two years, many creatures have started freeing
themselves from the enclosures which had forcefully
captured them. Now, the light of life is being generated from
the darkness.

In this exhibition, | hope to create a space wherein we are
able to consider whether we can eliminate, one by one, the
boundaries layered on the world.

Kobayashi Mariko

It all started when | depicted the interior of my room which |
loved. As | continued making art, | realized the importance of
ordinary, everyday life. Any tiny thing can easily disrupt the
daily routine that we take for granted. Both television and the
Internet constantly feed me with images of disasters,
accidents, COVID-19, and wars, and show me how forcefully
these events can change people’s everyday lives. In the back
of my mind, these images always make me afraid and
anxious that such a day may come for me.

What can | do about the sorrowful events that persist in my
immediate environment and the world? It may be to continue
creating and presenting works that make people aware of
the present moment and the preciousness of everyday life. |
walk around town and look at various people’s homes from
the outside. On sunny days, laundry is hung on balconies and
in gardens. On rainy days, everyone puts their laundry by the
window, potted plants are arranged by the front door,
curtains are closed, and there are shadows of cupboards. |
want to share the peace and relief that | feel from viewing
the lives of people | don’t know. | wish | could ease
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everyone’s deepest fears as well as my own. With this in
mind, | try to depict the appearance of everyday and trivial
experiences familiar to any house. | hope each viewer will
connect their daily life with the works drawn without color but
with lines. | hope my work gives a small opportunity to rethink
the usual appearances of rooms.

YU SORA

| go to various places, translate what | learn into a form with
cloth, and try using it.

Among all tools, cloth has the most intimate relationship with
the body in terms of distance and time, as a second skin. At
the extension of the lives of people and cloth, society and
politics are inevitably connected. | especially believe that all
environments are consciously or unconsciously woven into
fabric.

Perhaps this nature is tied to the “fragility” of cloth, made
from plants and animals, which can be easily soiled,
damaged by external stresses, and returned to the land.

In other words, cloth may be an expression of “time” in
specific moments, manifested as a brief life. For example, in
response to the histories and politics of a place, | sometimes
collect discarded clothes and turn them into a large duster
which | could use for cleaning or, if necessary, repair them. |
also make a parachute, let it inflate in the wind, and roll
around on the ground with it.

It always presents some symbolism regardless of my will. | do
not know yet what form will emerge at this exhibition, as a
point in the chain of such actions, but | hope you will join me
in observing the events happening here.

Endo Kaori

Profile

Endo Kaori

1989 Born in Osaka

2013 Graduated with a bachelor’s degree in textiles from the
Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts

2016 Graduated from Ars Shimura led by Fukumi Shimura (Living
National Treasure for tumugi (pongee) weaving).

Based in Okinawa, Tohoku, and other areas in Japan and abroad, Endo
continues to create and exhibit works — mainly using dyeing and weaving
techniques — that unravel the political relations intimately embedded in the
crafts, histories, and livelihoods rooted in the locality. She creates rags,
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parachutes, sails, and other “usable” objects, activates them by using her own
body, and performatively traces the vitality of fabric and people, thereby
essentially expanding the potential of crafts.

Her recent exhibitions include the solo exhibition The 13th shiseido art egg
(2019, Shiseido Gallery, Tokyo), Welcome, Stranger, to this Place (2021, The
University Art Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts, Tokyo), Portraits of Ryukyu:
Turnover from Models to Artists (2021, Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art
Museum, Okinawa), and Aichi Triennale 2022: STILL ALIVE (Nagoya City,
Ichinomiya City, Tokoname City, Aichi Prefecture). She is the recipient of the 13th
Shiseido Art Egg Award.

Kobayashi Mariko

1987 Born in Osaka Prefecture
2012 Graduated from Textile Design at the Graduate School of
Tama Art University

Kobayashi expresses the various connections that exist in the world by
combining various materials using textile techniques such as weaving, dyeing,
knitting, and stitching.

Her work expresses the long span of time of the body — the boundary between
humans and animals — returning to the earth and the process of regaining life
as a different living creature. Thus, the artist attempts to depict the essence of
life through the chaos of images that emerge from the interweaving layers of
colors and shapes.

Her recent exhibitions include the solo exhibitions You Only Need to Bear the
Sun by KOTARO NUKAGA (2020, CADAN YURAKUCHO, Tokyo) and Stories that
went Over (2021, KOTARO NUKAGA, Tokyo) as well as the Reborn-Art Festival
2021-22 (Ishinomaki City center, Oshika Peninsula, and areas around Onagawa
Station in Miyagi Prefecture), Between Before and After (2022, San Gallery,
Taiwan), and Three hot springs of Mimasaka Art Temperature 2022 (Okayama).

She is the recipient of the Grand Prize of ONE ART AWARD (2019, Taiwan).

YU SORA

1987 Born in Gyeonggi-do, South Korea

2011 Graduated from Hongik University (Korea), Department of
Textile Art and Fashion Design / Sculpture

2020 Graduated with a master's degree in Sculpture, Tokyo
University of the Arts

everyday life that can suddenly be lost due to disasters and accidents. She
creates and exhibits three-dimensional and two-dimensional works as records of
everyday scenes by embroidering soft white cloth with black threads. In recent
years, she has been creating entire “rooms” — with furniture and electrical
appliances and using white fabric and frayed black threads — which make
viewers question what “normal” everyday life is while being in an extraordinary
space.

Her recent exhibitions include the Art Award Tokyo Marunouchi 2020 (Shin-
Marunouchi Building, Tokyo) and the solo exhibitions Hikkoshi (moving) (2017,
YCC Gallery, Kanagawa), An Ordinary Day (2021, A-Lab, Amagasaki, Hyogo),
Sasai na Kinenbi (a trivial anniversary) (2021, Gallery hwaso, Incheon, South
Korea), and BankART Under35 2022 (BankART KAIKO). She is a recipient of the
Excellent Prize of Tokyo Midtown Award (2018), the Mori Award and Museum
Purchase Award from the Tokyo University of the Arts (2020), and the Grand
Prize of Sanwa Contemporary Art Award (2022) and was selected for the 16th

shiseido art egg award.
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Exhibition

Azamino Contemporary vol.13
CLOTHxOVER
Thread and Fabric — Writing the everyday and life

October 8 [Sat] — October 30 [Sun], 2022
Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino [Gallery 1]
Closed: October 24 [Mon]

Opening Hours: 10:00-18:00

Free admission

Organized by Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino
(Yokohama Arts Foundation)

Grants from Japan Arts Fund, Nomura Foundation
In Cooperation with Faculty of Media Studies,
Josai International University

Related events

Artists Talk

Speakers: Endo Kaori, Kobayashi Mariko, Yu Sora
Date&Time: 14:00-15:30, October 8[Sat]

Venue: 3F Atelier

Workshop:

The House We Live in— Let’s make a model of your house!
Lecturer: Yu Sora

Date&Time: 14:00-16:00, October 22[Sat]

Venue: 3F Atelier

AZAMINO COLLEGE:

The Art of Ruth Asawa

Lecturer: Sawayama Ryo (Art Critic)
Date&Time: 14:00-16:00, October 29[Sat]
Venue: 3F Atelier

*Conducted Japanese only

Curated by Numata Hideko, Sato Naoko, Hibiya Akiko

Filmed and Edited of Artist Interview by Nishino Masanobu
Promotional Video by Faculty of Media Studies,
Josai International University

Text written by Endo Kaori, Kobayashi Mariko, Yu Sora, Sato Naoko
English translation by Hirano Mayumi

Copy-edited by Dominic Zinampan

Photo by Yoshikawa Shusaku

Designed by Yoneyama Natsuko

Printed by NOGE Printing Corp.

Edited and Published by
Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino (Yokohama Arts Foundation)

56

i &

—LEHYE -

2O R1%

o

(Lexsn X Jh /WE /)14 FEY) “UNER:

BEYDO N6 -

WM BEF

1

Apotheosis

2019

N =3k N XN
. FE. TIUNAY
110%x150cm

128

2

Sense of wonder
2022

t
3.9x10.4%3.6cm
13H. 148 L

3

ADEHDIRR
2022

[N N s ZEN
AN
300%600cm
09-11H. 16H

4
KREDIRME
2022

AWM. F0HE. IR
HYAZXHE, 6 HH
14HF. 158

-7

5
5|EHLOHBDHD
2017

%, . TI2RFYY
30%x42cm

6
BAEHRHO>TLSHA
2022

%, . #B. Fronz
90x90cm

7
BEAELE->TWSHA
2022

BN N NI DAV
90x90cm

8
BAEH->TWSHA
2022

NN TN S DAV
90x90cm

9

DL
2012

% fa. #B. FrUNR
30%30cm

10

MOTFDHD
2022

PN N NS SOV L
160x110cm
258

11

NOTFDHD
2022

PN TN NS D7V Y
160x110cm

12

RSN H4  RDOES

2022
12.6x5.6cm

13

g FN-Y N
2022

% . TSRFVOE
HAXTE

30EL

14
BEPTH HlELD
2022

SHRMATAT  AVRZL—Y 3V

26-29H.30HTF. 318

15
Bl

1945 FE DI YRR RN—FT4—&
1964 EDRFEAYVEY 2,/ 548

2022

Av22L— 3V (BE. BE, ¥
NZva—b, a-3#BE]. B

40-49H

SR (e



HEHHFAVTVERZY— vol.13
CLOTHXOVER
Hheth HECEERD

20224 108 8H[+] -10830H [F]

HETREvI)-HSAHEH BRE 1

A8EE | 10 824R [A]

BIISA%RT | 10:00-18:00

AIBESR

FE | BETRE v —HEH I (LM FE SRR IREM E]
BIRE | EMUIREES & NOMURA FHUE

BH | WEERAFEATA 75

HRERICEZ/7O0ZXM—2

HIE | BEE. IWWMBEF. 1V
HEf | 108 8H[+] 14:00-15:30
215 | 37T

7—ovav7

TR DIEATVWDR) BILDETA%EDLHS!
SRR | 2V

HEs | 108228 [+] 14:00-16:00

215 | 37T

HEIHRBHLy VB EREEE
TIV—2 - 7Y D

SEET | SRILE (s

HEE | 108298 [+] 14:00-16:00
245 | 37T

AN EE




FRBY | BERXT. £BEY. BHARETF

AV EE1—BUKIRY - RE | BE T
CMBREEFIME | MBEERAFEATA7ZERI/OZAAT(7 -2

HE | ERE IWMBEF. 1-V3 EBEF

R | FHES

FMTATRE | K22 - Iy

&\ | SNIEE

FHAY | KILFEF

BRI - A | FRAL T BRI

RE - 1T | BEHRFv3) —H I A5 (D #MEEAEHEM L IRER F]
T225-0012 EETEERHIAEFRE 1-17-3

Tel. 045-910-5656 Fax. 045-910-5674

%*17H | 20224& 108 28H




©2022 The Publisher
©2022 The Artist and the Author All rights reserved.




