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Azamino Photo Annual 2023
Ushioda Tokuko: Lifelong Learning

January 28 [Sat] — February 26 [Sun], 2023

Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino [Gallery 1]

Opening Hours: 10:00-18:00

Admission Free

Organized by Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino (Yokohama Arts Foundation)

In Cooperation with PGI, LIVE ART BOOKS Inc., Faculty of Media Studies, Josai International University
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all those who have contributed to this exhibition. (Honorifics omitted)
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Every year, Azamino Photo Annual has proudly brought contemporary photography to public view. In this edition, we
present the photographs of Ushioda Tokuko (b. 1940) who is best known for her quiet black and white still life works.

Ushioda enrolled in Kuwasawa Design School in 1960, where she studied with photographers Ishimoto Yasuhiro and
C)tsuji Kiyoji. In 1975, Ushioda started work as a freelance photographer, and in 1981, began photographing
refrigerators in Japanese homes in a diptych format with the doors opened and closed. This culminated in the
publication /CE BOX (1996).

In 1995, Ushioda began photographing books in their natural settings. These photographs were published as a three
volume series entitled BIBLIOTHECA: consisting of Images nostalgiques de I’éditeur Misuzu; My Teacher’s
Atelier; and Bibliotheca.

In response to the BIBLIOTHECA trilogy, Ushioda received three awards in 2018: the 37th Domon Ken Award; the
34th Higashikawa Award of Photography; and the 2018 Photographic Society of Japan Award, and the following year,
Ushioda also received the 2019 Kuwasawa Special Award by the Kuwasawa Design School.

Most recently, in February 2022, Ushioda published My Husband, which takes her husband, Shimao Shinzo, also a
photographer, as its main subject, and chronicles their family life in a historic Western-style house in Gotokuji,

Tokyo, with their then-newborn daughter Shimao Maho, now also an artist. This project was prompted by the
rediscovery of Ushioda’s prints and negatives after forty years, and presents her heretofore unseen work from that early
period. This publication earned Ushioda the Paris Photo—Aperture PhotoBook Awards Jurors” Special Mention in
November 2022.

In this exhibition, we present a selection of photographs including those from Ushioda’s earliest series Machi-e/
Heading Into Town (originally titled Hohoemi no tejo / Handcuffed by a smile), which will be on display for the first time
in forty-five years, along with the acclaimed series /CE BOX, BIBLIOTHECA, and My Husband.

We are pleased to show the long arc of Ushioda’s career thus far, and would like to express our deep gratitude to the

artist and the many individuals who have provided invaluable support in making this exhibition possible.

Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino
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